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Board Policy

Instruction BP 6170.1(a)
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

A(\
Note: The following policy is for use by districts that maintain kindergarten and may be revised to,{é
district practice. Education Code 48000 provides that children are eligible for kindergarten enrofg¥nt if
they have their fifth birthday on or before September 1 in that school year; see AR 5111 & 15510n
1

Pursuant to Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130 (Ch. 44, Statutes of 2021) and AB (Ch. 252,
Statutes of 2021), for the 2021-22 school year, districts are required to admit any child w fth birthday
is between September 2 and December 2 to a transitional kindergarten (TK) progr a condition of
apportionment and revises the timespans for mandatory admittance requirements tQ bé phased in from the
2022-23 school year to the 2025-26 school year as described below.

In its "Transitional Kindergarten FAQs," the California Department of Edugqiton (CDE) provides that the
laws governing TK programs apply equally to all districts includin aid districts. Districts with
questions about the application of the TK mandatory admittance re @ents to basic aid districts should
consult legal counsel.

Education Code 48000 defines TK as the first year of a two—Y?gndergarten program that uses a modified
kindergarten curriculum that is age and developmentally%é riate. Many of the requirements applicable
to kindergarten (e.g., class size, minimum school day, faciities) are also applicable to TK. The district will
receive funding based on average daily attendance (@A) for students in a TK program that meets the
requirements specified in Education Code 48000. QN

Education Code 8281.5, as added by AR 7 establishes the California Prekindergarten Planning and
Implementation Grant Program as an &aQly’ learning initiative with the goal of expanding access to
classroom-based prekindergarten pr 5@5 The program allocates funding to all districts that operate
kindergarten programs through mini base grants, enrollment grants based on a district's kindergarten
enrollment, and supplemental gr based on a district's percentage of unduplicated students. Grant funds
may be used for costs associﬁ@ ith creating or expanding preschool programs through the California
State Preschool Program (8SPP) or TK programs, or to establish or strengthen partnerships with other
providers of prekinder; education within the district, including Head Start programs, to ensure that
high-quality options ekindergarten education are available for four-year-old children. Allowable costs
include, but are not netessarily limited to, planning costs, hiring and recruitment costs, staff training and
professional da&ement, classroom materials, and supplies.

Educatlon& 17375, as amended by AB 130 and AB 167, establishes the California Preschool,
Kindergarten, and Full-Day Kindergarten Facilities Grant Program to provide one-time grants

Transﬂm%
to sc istricts to construct new school facilities or retrofit existing school facilities including for the
of providing TK classrooms.

For guidance on implementing TK programs, see the Transitional Kindergarten Implementation Guide: A
Resource for California Public School District Administrators and Teachers, published by CDE.

The Governing Board desires to offer a high-quality transitional kindergarten (TK) program
for eligible children who do not yet meet the minimum age criterion for kindergarten. The
TK program shall assist students in developing the academic, social, and emotional skills
needed to succeed in kindergarten and beyond.



BP 6170.1(b)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

The district's TK program shall be the first year of a two-year kindergarten program.
(Education Code 48000)

The Board encourages ongoing collaboration among district preschool staff, other pres 1
providers, elementary teachers, administrators, and parents/guardians in the develdgient

2

implementation, and evaluation of the district's TK program. O\/
(cf. 1220 - Citizen Advisory Committees) %O
(cf 6020 - Parent Involvement) ?:3
Eligibility o

o

Note: Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130 and AB 167, r 1@%1&3 timespans for mandatory
admittance requirements to be phased in from the 2022-23 school year @& 2025-26 school year.

The district's TK program shall admit children as follov&@QEducation Code 48000):

1. For the 2021-22 school year, children w@gﬁﬂh birthday is between September 2
through December 2 ‘b’

2. For the 2022-23 school year, ¢ whose fifth birthday is between September 2
and February 2 \\’

3. For the 2023-24 school Q;ar children whose fifth birthday is between September 2

and April 2
&

4. For the 2024- ;ﬂ};hool year, children whose fifth birthday is between September 2
and June 2

5. For t 25-26 school year, and in each school year thereafter, children who turn
four eptember 1

A
Note: uant to Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130 and AB 167, a child's eligibility for TK
enr nt may not impact family eligibility for a preschool or childcare program.

A child's eligibility for TK enrollment shall not impact family eligibility for a preschool or
childcare program. (Education Code 48000).

Note: CDE's "Transitional Kindergarten FAQs" clarify that children are required to have documentation of
required immunizations or a valid exemption prior to admission to TK. For information about required
immunizations and exemptions, see BP/AR 5141.31 - Immunizations.




BP 6170.1(c)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

Parents/guardians of eligible children shall be notified of the availability of the TK program
and of the age, residency, immunization, and any other enrollment requirements. Enrollment
in the TK program shall be voluntary.

&

(cf 5111 - Admission) XD

(cf 5111.1 - District Residency) . (b‘

(cf 5141.22 - Infectious Diseases) »

(cf. 5141.3 - Health Examinations) @)

(cf 5141.31 - Immunizations) %CO

(cf. 5141.32 - Health Screening for School Entry) Yw

A G

Note: The following paragraph is optional. If the district chooses to allow kin }Jten-eligible children to
enroll in the TK program, CDE recommends that the district establish gritdria to determine selection
requirements. The parent/guardian of a kindergarten-eligible child who i efifplled in TK must, at the end of

the year, sign a Kindergarten Continuance Form verifying agreéwgeht with the child enrolling in
kindergarten the following year; see section "Continuation in Kinder@agten" below.

O
On a case-by-case basis, a child whose fifth birthd®Q¥s on or before September 1 may be
admitted into the district's TK program upon r%@t of a child's parents/guardians, if the
Superintendent or designee determines that it is4n the child's best interest.
g
Note: The following paragraph is optional. Pl&}t to Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130 and
AB 167, the district may, at its discretion,, & ine whether to allow admittance of children whose fifth
birthday is after the date specified for adyftgrice for the applicable year as described above. Such students
may be admitted at any time during t&é ol year, including at the beginning of the year. Education Code
48000 provides that districts will not ive ADA apportionment for a child whose birthday is after the date
specified for the applicable year uptil the child's fifth birthday.
p)

At any time during th 815001 year, the district may admit into the TK program a child whose
fifth birthday is aft date specified for admittance for the applicable year as described
above, provided tﬁ%}o the Superintendent or designee recommends that enrollment in a TK
program is in hild's best interest and the child's parents/guardians approve. Prior to such
enrollment, child's parents/guardians shall be provided information regarding the
advantag h disadvantages and any other explanatory information about the effect of early

admiﬂ@ . (Education Code 48000)
ol
iculum and Instruction

The district's TK program shall be based on a modified kindergarten curriculum that is age
and developmentally appropriate. (Education Code 48000)

(cf. 6141 - Curriculum Development and Evaluation)
(cf 6161.1 - Selection and Evaluation of Instructional Materials)



BP 6170.1(d)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

Note: Education Code 48000 states the Legislature's intent that the TK curriculum be aligned to the
California Preschool Learning Foundations developed by CDE. These standards address essential
knowledge and skills in the subject areas listed below. The standards and companion preschool curriculum

frameworks are available on CDE's web site. A
o~

The program shall be aligned with the preschool learning foundations and. hool
curriculum frameworks developed by the California Department of Education E). It

shall be designed to facilitate students' development in essential knowledge a (Xills related
to language and literacy, mathematics, physical development, health, visyakaid performing
arts, science, history-social science, English language development, anhocial-emotional

development. b
S

(cf: 5148.3 - Preschool/Early Childhood Education) O
(cf. 6011 - Academic Standards) »Q)
(¢f. 6174 - Education for English Learners) \

PN

Note: The following optional paragraph may be revised to %@district practice. Education Code 37202
permits districts to maintain TK and kindergarten classes for@ibferent lengths of time during the school day,
either at the same or a different school site. Districts o g TK classes for different lengths of time are
still required to meet the minimum and maxinu%@gt of school day provided in law. Pursuant to

Education Code 46111, as amended by AB 130, , and 46117, at the kindergarten and TK level the
minimum school day is three hours (180 minutes)g luding recess but excluding noon intermission, and the
maximum school day is four hours (240 ¢iqites), excluding recess, except for students in expanded
learning opportunity programs intended x' lement instructional time provided by a district pursuant to
Education Code 46120 or if the distri rba adopted an extended-day kindergarten pursuant to Education
Code 8973. However, pursuant to £dycation Code 46119, if the district has fewer than 40 kindergarten
students, the Governing Board mgy apply to the Superintendent of Public Instruction to maintain two
kindergarten classes of 150 mi@e each, including recesses, taught on the same day by the same teacher.

Also see AR 6112 - SchoolDay.

Pursuant to Educati @(:k 48003, districts are required to provide an annual report to CDE regarding the
type of kmdergartemgram offered by the district, including part day, full day, or both. The California
Basic Educatiqq@Data System (CBEDS) School Information Form, located on CDE's web site, requires a
report on the t¥p®of TK program offered.

AT
The B shall establish the length of the school day in the district's TK program, which
shal t least three hours but no more than four hours long except for TK students enrolled

il expanded learning opportunity programs provided by the district pursuant to Education
Code 46120. If the district has adopted an extended-day kindergarten, the length of the
school day for the TK program may be different than the length of the school day for the
kindergarten program either at the same or different school sites. The Superintendent or
designee shall annually report to CDE as to whether the district's TK programs are offered
full day, part day, or both. (Education Code 8973, 37202, 46111, 46115, 46117, 48003)

(cf- 5148.2 - Before/After School Programs)
(cf. 6111 - School Calendar)
(¢f. 6112 - School Day)



BP 6170.1(¢)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

Note: Education Code 8281.5, as added by AB 130 and amended by AB 167, requires districts receiving
grants through the California Prekindergarten Planning and Implementation Grant Program to develop a
plan for consideration by the Board at a public meeting on or before June 30, 2022 for how all children in
the attendance area of the district will have access to full-day learning programs the year before kindergart
that meet the needs of parents/guardians, including through partnerships with the district's expanded leaqﬁ'
offerings, the After School Education and Safety Program, the CSPP, Head Start programs, a er
community-based early learning and care programs. N

area of the district will have access to full-day learning program e year before
kindergarten that meet the needs of parents/guardians, including t oggh partnerships with
the district's expanded learning offerings, the After School Educatjddrand Safety Program,
the California State Preschool Program (CSPP), Head Start prograps?;, and other community-

The Superintendent or designee shall develop a plan for how all children igcﬁacg attendance

based early learning and care programs. The Superintende esignee shall present such
plan for consideration by the Board at a public meeti or before June 30, 2022.
(Education Code 8281.5) @)

S

Note: The following optional paragraph may be revise t@}fylect district practice. According to CDE's
"Transitional Kindergarten FAQs," it is the intent of the to provide separate and unique experiences for
TK and kindergarten students. However, districts e flexibility to determine how best to meet the
curricular needs of each child and whether TK Qgg;ldergarten students may be enrolled in the same

classrooms. A

L &©

TK students may be placed in the s classrooms as kindergarten students when necessary,
provided that the instructional pgog is differentiated to meet student needs.

TK students may be comm@d in the same classroom with four-year-old students from a
CSPP program as lon the commingled program meets all of the requirements of each
program as well as t@ lowing requirements: (Education Code 8207, 48000):

1. The clasgtgom does not include students enrolled in TK for a second year or students
empl\%’ﬁ a regular kindergarten

2. A early childhood environment rating scale, as specified in 5 CCR 18281, is
Oo mpleted for the classroom
3.

All children enrolled for 10 or more hours per week are evaluated using the Desired
Results Developmental Profile, as specified in 5 CCR 18272

4. The classroom is taught by a teacher that holds a credential issued by the Commission
on Teacher Credentialing in accordance with Education Code 44065 and 44256

3, The classroom is in compliance with the adult-child ratio specified in Education Code
8241



BP 6170.1(f)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

6. Contractors of the district report the services, revenues, and expenditures for children
in the preschool program in accordance with 5 CCR 18068 except for contractors of
the TK program

(cf. 5148.3 - Preschool/Early Childhood Education) \‘O

A

Note: Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130, requires districts to maintain an av&&@eY TK class
enrollment of not more than 24 students for each school site.

The district shall maintain an average TK class enrollment of not mor%thvag 24 students for
each school site. (Education Code 48000)

&
o
Staffing @)
Y

childhood education credential issued by the Commission on T r Credentialing authorizing instruction
in TK. Education Code 48000 establishes additional requuél@x s for credentialed teachers who are first
assigned to a TK class after July 1, 2015, as provided bel%

Note: To be qualified to teach a TK class, the teacher must possegq&ppropriate multiple subjects or early

TK assignments are subject to assignment monito, @ and reporting by the County Superintendent of
Schools in accordance with Education Code 4425%

The Superintendent or designee sh. sure that teachers assigned to teach in TK classes
possess a teaching credent1a1 it from the Commission on Teacher Credentialing
(CTC) that authorizes such 1nstr

(cf- 4112.2 - Certification) \NO

Note: Education Codqbbo as amended by AB 130, extends until August 1, 2023, the requirement for
credentialed teache o are first assigned to a TK class to meet additional quallﬁcatlons as described
below.

A creden’q{/fs%?eacher who is first assigned to a TK class after July 1, 2015, shall, by August
1, 2023&have at least 24 units in early childhood education and/or child development,
co e professional experience in a preschool setting, and/or a child development
eé}xer permit issued by CTC. (Education Code 48000)

Note: Education Code 8281.5, as added by AB 130, permits the use of funding from the California
Prekindergarten Planning and Implementation Grant Program for the purpose of professional development,
including, but not limited to, developing competencies in serving inclusive classrooms and dual language
learners.

The Superintendent or designee may provide professional development as needed to ensure
that TK teachers are knowledgeable about the standards and effective instructional methods




BP 6170.1(g)

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

for teaching young children, including, but not limited to, developing competencies in
serving inclusive classrooms and dual language learners.

Note: Education Code 48000, as amended by AB 130, requires districts to, commencing with the 202 ,@«
school year, maintain an average of at least one adult for every 12 students for TK classroo d,
contingent upon an appropriation of funding, maintain an average of at least one adult for every t &@un%ents
commencing with the 2023-24 school year. Q

The district shall, commencing with the 2022-23 school year, maintain a age of at least
one adult for every 12 students for TK classrooms and, contingent uponrg’éppropnatlon of
funding, maintain an average of at least one adult for every 10 studen%%bmmencmg with the

2023-24 school year. (Education Code 48000) ‘D'JQ,
O
(cf- 4131 - Staff Development) @
Continuation to Kindergarten OO
0>

| Note: The following section is consistent with guidance iﬁ:(;bﬁ's "Transitional Kindergarten FAQs." I
v

Students who complete the TK program s be eligible to continue in kindergarten the
following school year. Parents/guardian such students shall not be required to submit a
signed Kindergarten Continuance Forr&@ kindergarten attendance.
N
£
Note: The following optional para@pfs for use by districts that allow kindergarten-eligible children to
enroll in TK; see "Eligibility" sectign ove. When such students are subsequently enrolled in kindergarten,
t

the district is required to obtaj igned Kindergarten Continuance Form in order to receive kindergarten
ADA for those children singe would otherwise be age-eligible for first grade. CDE recommends that
approval for a student t I]&inue in kindergarten not be sought until near the end of the year of TK, since
permission obtained ut(f:gﬁfnably far in advance could be found invalid.

e

However, w er children who would otherwise be age-eligible for kindergarten are
enrolled 1n. the Superintendent or designee shall obtain a Kindergarten Continuance
Form sig y the parent/guardian near the end of the TK year consenting to the child's
enroll %ﬁn kindergarten the following year.

We. Pursuant to Education Code 46300, the district may not include for ADA purposes the attendance of
any student for more than two years in kindergarten or for more than two years in a combination of TK and
kindergarten.

A student shall not attend more than two years in a combination of TK and kindergarten.
(Education Code 46300)

(cf: 5123 - Promotion/Acceleration/Retention)



BP 6170.1(h)
TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

Assessment

Note: The following section may be revised to reflect district practice. One assessment resource for TK
students is CDE's Desired Results Developmental Profile, which is designed to assess the developmen@b

progression of all children from early infancy to kindergarten entry. %
W
o\‘b
The Superintendent or designee may develop or identify appropriate formal and/Qy informal
assessments of TK students' development and progress. The Superintend r designee

shall monitor and regularly report to the Board regarding program ir%(;%nentation, the
progress of students in meeting related academic standards, and student preparedness for
future education. <

(cf- 0500 - Accountability) O(U

(cf 6162.5 - Student Assessment) Q)

O

O
o>
Legal Reference: %

EDUCATION CODE
8207 California State Preschool Program adydig¥stration

8241 Staffing ratios for center-based proa

8281.5 California Prekindergarten P, and Implementation Grant Program
8970-8974 Early primary programs; nded-day kindergarten
17375 Establishment of Californi \@eschool, Transitional Kindergarten, and Full-Day Kindergarten
Facilities Grant Program é
37202 School calendar, equivadéncy of instructional minutes
44065 Issuance of and furedions requiring credentials
44256 Authorization foé@a hing credentials
't\gpnitoring by county superintendent of schools
eyt hours of attendance
imum school day, kindergarten
46120 Expanaéd Learning Opportunities Program
46300 utation of ADA, inclusion of kindergarten and transitional kindergarten
480004 ge of admission, kindergarten and transitional kindergarten
48 idence of minimum age required to enter kindergarten or first grade
3 Kindergarten annual report
'% 11 Admission on completing kindergarten
OO 8200 Compulsory education, starting at age six
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5
18000-18434 Child care and development programs, especially:
18068 Attendance and expenditure reports
18272 Developmental profile
18281 Environment rating scales

Management Resources: (see next page)



BP 6170.1()

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN (continued)

Management Resources:

CSBA PUBLICATIONS

What Boards of Education Can Do About Kindergarten Readiness, Governance Brief, May 2016 Q
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS O
Transitional Kindergarten FAQs i X
Desired Results Developmental Profile: A Developmental Continuum from Early Infancy

Kindergarten Entry, 2015
Transitional Kindergarten Implementation Guide: A Resource for California Public @ol District

Administrators and Teachers, 2013

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Vol. 3, 2013 YV
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Vol. 3, 2012 (‘O
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Vol. 2, 2011 b
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Vol. 2, 2010 (55’

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Vol. 1, 2010 O
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Vol. 1, 2008 Q?

WEB SITES

CSBA: http://www.csba.org QO

California Department of Education: http://www.cde.&gr

California Kindergarten Association: htgus.'//ca{ijfé 'ndergartenassociation.org/

Commission on Teacher Credentialing: http://wwwe¥c.ca.gov
Transitional Kindergarten California: http:/{tk;Eéi ornia.org
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