CSBA Sample - (
Board Policy

Instruction BP 6146.1(a)

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Note: The following policy is for use by districts that maintain grades 9-12. }%}@%’

AB 830 (Ch. 641, Statutes of 2017) repealed Education Code 60850-60859, thereby eh@éng the
California High School Exit Examination as a requirement for high school graduation.

The Governing Board desires to prepare all students to obtain a high sch@g}%mloma so that
they can take advantage of opportunities for postsecondary education 8}% ployment.

(¢f: 5127 - Graduation Ceremonies and Activities) (Z;%
(cf 5147 - Dropout Prevention) @Q

(cf 6011 - Academic Standards)
(cf 6143 - Courses of Study) ﬁx
(cf. 6146.3 - Reciprocity of Academic Credit) {Q

%{}

Course Requirements Q

Note: Education Code 51225.3 specifies the co&%@ﬁhat a student is required to complete in order to
graduate from high school as listed in items #1-6 %}p

Pursuant to Education Code 66204, each,di %;ct that maintains a high school also is required to develop a
process for submitting courses to the Héé%ﬁ ity of California to ensure that they align with the "a-g" course
requirements for college admission.

Ao
To obtain a high school d’i}@)}\na, students shall complete at least the following courses in
grades 9-12, with each cﬁqrse being one year unless otherwise specified:

Y
1. TI?;& coun’%gn English (Education Code 51225.3)
XN

(cf. 6142.91 - @g&aﬂgtmge Arts Instruction)
N

2. IO courses in mathematics (Education Code 51225.3)

g )~ At least one mathematics course, or a combination of the two mathematics courses,
shall meet or exceed state academic content standards for Algebra I or Mathematics 1.
Completion of such coursework prior to grade 9 shall satisfy the Algebra I or
Mathematics I requirement, but shall not exempt a student from the requirement to
complete two mathematics courses in grades 9-12. (Education Code 51224.5)

Note: The following optional paragraph is for use only by districts that require more than two courses
in mathematics for graduation and should be deleted by other districts. Pursuant to Education Code
51225.3 and 51225.35, a district that requires more than two courses in mathematics may award up to one



BP 6146.1(b)

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (continued)

mathematics course credit for an approved computer science course, as defined. Any such course must have
been approved by the University of California as a "category ¢" (inathematics) course in the university's "a-
g" cowrse admission criteria; see BP 6143 - Courses of Study.

Students may be awarded up to one mathematics course credit for su @%l
completion of an approved computer science course that is classified as a "ea ‘%%ry c”
course based on the "a-g" course requirements for college admission. @ducation
Code 51225.3, 51225.35) %@

(cf. 6142.92 - Mathematics Instruction) ?’

fcf 6152.1 - Placement in Mathematics Courses) éﬂj@

3. Two courses in science, including biological and physictb%wnces (Education Code
51225.3)

N

(cf 6142.93 - Science Instruction) QQ

4, Three courses in social studies, including Miipéd States history and geography; world
history, culture, and geography; a one—seﬁ%?ster course in American government and
civics; and a one-semester course in e’a%%mics (Education Code 51225.3)

(cf- 6142.3 - Civic Education) 3
(cf 6142.94 - History-Social Science Instrtr%
5.

Note: Education Code 512253 auth&gj,;és the Board to include a course in career technical education (CTE)
as an alternative to the visual 01Q§;‘fol'nling arts or foreign language course requirement for high school
graduation. 1f the Board chob§es to do so, it must, at a regular Board meeting ptior to allowing a CTE
course as an alternative, nofify parents/guardians, students, teachers, and the public of information specified
in Education Code 512 In addition, the information must be included in the district's annual notification
to parents/guardians.purSuant to Education Code 48980; see the accompanying administrative regulation.
Districts that do nofiﬂow this alternative course requirement should delete references to CTE in item #5

below. %’

The CTE G&ep may be offered through different means, including a district-operated program, regional
occupatk center or program, or county office of education program pursuant to a joint powers
agreer%lt. See BP/AR 6178 - Career Technical Education and BP 6178.2 - Regional Occupational
Qe@/ rogram for program details pertaining to CTE.

%/

5. One course in visual or performing arts, foreign language, including American Sign
Language, or career technical education (CTE) (Education Code 51225.3)

To be counted towards meeting graduation requirements, a CTE course shall be
aligned to the CTE model cuwrriculum standards and framework adopted by the State
Board of Education.

(cf 6142.2 - World/Foreign Language Instruction)
fcf 6142.6 - Visual and Performing Arts Education)
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (continued)

(cf 6178 - Career Technical Education)
(¢f- 6178.2 - Regional Occupational Center/Program)

6. Two courses in physical education, unless the student has been otherwise exem@
pursuant to other sections of the Education Code (Education Code 51225.3) &@

c;?f@
(“\MQ

Note: Pursuant to Education Code 51225.3, the Board may prescribe additional co rse%ﬁ{ {e.g., health
education, service learning) or other requirements (e.g., portfolios or senior projects) that district students
must complete in order to obtain a diploma. If the Board does so, such courses Wjects should be listed

below.
%J

If the district requires a course in health education for graduation, Edu;gt Code 51225.36 requires that

(cf- 6142.7 - Physical Education and Activity)

the district include instruction in sexual harassment and violence, incl , but not limited to, information
on the affirmative consent standard pursuant to Education Code 67386, Also see AR 6142.1 - Sexual Health
and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction. In addition, pursuant to catlon Code 51225.6, a district that
requires a course in health education for graduation is requi include instruction in compression-only
cardiopulmonary resuscitation beginning in the 2018-19 sg@q;ié% ear. See AR 6143 - Courses of Study.

(cf 6142.1 - Sexual Health and HI IA%IDS Prevention Instruction)
(cf 6142.4 - Service Learningf winity Service Classes)
{cff 6142.8 - C’o.‘mprehen sive %ﬂ'ﬁh Education)

Note: Education C ‘11225 3 requires the Board to adopt alternative means for students to complete the
prescribed cour semm udy; see BP/AR 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation.

Because t é%%ésm ibed course of study may not accommodate the needs of some students,
the Boatd “shall provide alternative means for the completion of prescribed courses in
ac 0{@06 with law.

(cf. 6146.11 - Alternative Credits Toward Graduation)
(cf 6146.2 - Certificate of Praficiency/High School Equivalency)
(cf- 6146.4 - Differential Graduation and Competency Standards for Students with Disabilities)

Exemptions and Waivers

Note: Education Code 51225.1 requires the district to exempt from any district-adopted graduation
requirements a foster youth, homeless student, former juvenile court school student, or, as amended by AB
365 (Ch. 739, Statutes of 2017), child of a military family, who transfers into the district or between district
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (continued)

kigh schools any time after completing his/her second year of high school. This exemption does not apply if

the Superintendent or designee makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to complete the

requirements in time to praduate by the end of his/her fourth year of high school. Also see AR 6173 -

Education for Homeless Children, AR 6173.1 - Education for Foster Youth, AR 6173.2 - Education gf

Children of Military Families, and AR 6173.3 - Education for Juvenile Court School Students, Q@
N

Pursuant to Education Code 51225.1, within 30 calendar days of the transfer of a foster youth‘;aé&deless
student, former juvenile court school student, or child of a military family, the district is requiy 10 provide
notice to the student of the availability of the exemption and whether the student qualifjeg=for it. If the
district faifs to provide that notification, the student wiil be eligible for the exemption ono’%n tified, even if
the notification is received after the termination of the court's jurisdiction over the fogter youth or former
juvenile court school student, after the homeless student ceases to be homeless, or; a@g the student no longer
meets the definition of a child of a military family, as applicable. )%’

Education Code 51225.1 also provides that, if an exempted student cn@ s the statewide coursework
requirements before the end of his/her fourth year of high school, the4di¥trict or a district school must not
require or request that he/she graduate before the end of his/her fourtﬁ%ea of high school.

may be filed using the district's uniform complaint procedure®pursuant to 5 CCR 4600-4687; see BP/AR
1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures.

Any complaint alleging the district's failure to comply wii&i@quirements of Education Code 51225.1

&

-
A foster youth, homeless student, former | @%e court school student, or child of a military
family who transfers into the district ‘Ei%e after completing his/her second year of high
school shali be required to complete a%@éduaﬁon requirements specified in Education Code
51225.3 but shall be exempt fro % additional district-adopted graduation requirements,
unless the Superintendent or deggnee makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to
complete the requirements iua%]ime to graduate by the end of his/her fourth year of high
school. Within 30 days o fWeitrhnsfer, any such student shall be notified of the availability of
the exemption and Wh% he/she qualifies for it. (Education Code 51225.1)

{cf 1312.3 - Uniform Chmplaint Procedires)

{cf 5145.6 - Paren otifications)

(cf 6173 - Educ% for Homeless Children)

(cf 6173.1 - ‘@ﬁon Jor Foster Youth)

{cf 6173.2 wcation of Children of Military Families)
(cf- 61735 Education for Juvenife Court School Students)

O

Retroactive Diplomas

Note: Education Code 51413, as added by AB 830 (Ch. 641, Statutes of 2017), retains and renumbers the
requirement to grant a diploma to students who previously met all applicable graduation requirements other
than the requirement to pass the high school exit examination.

Any student who completed grade 12 in the 2003-04 through 2014-15 schoeol year and met
all applicable graduation requirements other than the passage of the high school exit
examination shall be granted a high school diploma. (Education Code 51413)
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (continued)

/ eg

| Note: The following section is optﬁﬁla]. {7 |
<7

The district may retroactively grant a high school diploma to a former student who was
interned by order of the federal government during World War II or who is an honorébly
discharged veteran of World War 1, the Korean War, or the Vietham War, plov% that
he/she was enrolled in a district school immediately preceding the internment ox'military
service and he/she did not receive a diploma because his/her education was integry ted due to
the internment or military service. A deceased former student who satisfies these conditions
may be granted a retroactive diploma to be received by his/her next of klﬁ‘fﬁ ducation Code
51430)

the United States while he/she was a district student in grad nd who had completed the

In addition, the district may grant a diploma to a veteran who %@ﬁ% the military service of
first half of the work required for grade 12. (Education COCK,,

Legal Reference: (see next page)
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (continued)

Legal Reference:

EDUCATION CODE
47612 Enrollment in charter school ﬁ@
O

48200 Compulsory atfendance

48412 Certificate of proficiency )%
48430 Continuation education schools and classes ,%(b,
48645.5 Acceptance aof coursework O

48980 Required notification at beginning of term Qﬁ

49701 Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children é’:’?

51224 Skills and knowledge required for adult life ?@’7

31224.5 Algebra instruction G:v;
312251 Exemption firom district graduation requirements 5
51225.2 Pupil in foster care defined; acceptance of courseworf, credf@waking of course

51225.3 High school graduation
5122535 Mathematics course requirements; computer science@

51225.36 Instruction in sexual harassment and violence; dis/?ﬁg{s that require health education for
graduation

31225.5 Honorary diplomas, foreign exchange smden%@

31225.6 Compression-only cardiopulnionary reszrsci@y n

51228 Graduation requirements

51240-51246 Exemptions from requirements, Gy

51250-51251 Assistance fo military depend

51410-51413 Diplomas ;%f

51420-51427 High school eqm’valen%@' ificates

51430 Retroactive high school dip mg

51440 Retroactive high school diy fe
31450-51435 Golden State S¢al Merit Diploma

31745 Independent study 1 nictions
56390-56392 Recognif@' educational achievement, special edication

66204 Certy?catfoqfﬁ;(hr h school courses as meeting universily admissions criferia
67386 Stucent safety, affirmative consent standard

CODE OF REGTULATIONS, TITLE 5

1600-1651 Gradiration of students from grade 12 and credit toward graduation
4600-468 PUniform complaint procedures

COURRRECISIONS

O’Cao:agji}ewﬂ v, Superior Court (Valenzuela), (2006) 141 Cal App.4th 1452

@ Resources:
WEB SITES

O

CSBA: http:ihwww.csba.org
California Department of Education, High School: http://www.cde. ca.gov/ci/gsths

University of California, List of Approved a-g Courses:
hilp:/fwww.universityafcalifornia.edw/admissions/freshman/requirements
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